Bill Roberts K-8 Thursday Packet Notes
Thursday, October 22, 2009

Joint Meeting of
Community Schools:

Space Constraints
and Short-term

Options

TOMORROW

There will be a Joint Meeting of the Bill Roberts,
Westerly Creek & Odyssey School communities
TOMORROW, Friday, Oct 23" at 4:00pm in the Bill
Roberts gym. The Collaborative School
Committees (CSC) from Bill Roberts and Westerly
Creek along with the leadership from Odyssey
would like to invite you to join us for a discussion
of the viable short-term (2010-11 school year)
options for the capacity crunch. The objective of
this meeting is to see if we can collectively
prioritize the options and come up with a
recommended solution that we can provide as
input to the Denver Public Schools staff. Please
note that we hope this input will influence the
district’s final decision, but there is no guarantee.
A letter about the meeting from our principal along
with the pros and cons of the five options follows
these notes and are posted on the PTA’s
homepage. Childcare will be available for a fee.

FALL BREAK
NEXT WEEK

HA

Middle School
Meeting
TODAY!

There will no school next Wednesday, Thursday or
Friday (October 28" — October 30™) due to district-
wide Fall Break.

PPENI NG THI S WEEK...
Hey, Middle School Bobcats! Let’s all meet today
right after school to plan fun monthly social events
for the 2009-2010 School Year. Middle School
students only. Bring a friend!

When:  Thursday, October 22" 3:15 - 4:30pm
Where: Mr. Sherer’s Room
What: Brainstorming and Snacking




Auction Planning
Meeting
TONIGHT!

Join us for the 2010 Auction kick-off cocktail party
tonight at 6:30 p.m. The Auction Committee is
looking for volunteers for all areas of this year’s
event. Allinterested volunteers are invited to
come learn more about this year’s auction and join
in on the auction planning fun! Hilary Afshary and
Ali Smits will host the party at 9740 E. 32" Ave.
RSVP to hafshary03@yahoo.com or 720-212-1440.

Early Release
TOMORROW

Tomorrow, Friday Oct. 23" is an early release day.
School will run from 8:15-1:00 p.m.

Believe Catalog
Order Forms

DUE TOMORROW

The Believe Catalog Sales Fundraising Event is
coming to a close! Order forms are due
tomorrow, Friday, October 23", Please turn the
order forms in to your student’s homeroom
teacher or place in the box located in the front
office. As athank you, ONE class within each
group (ECE-1%, 2"-5™ 6™_8™) with the highest
percentage of participation will win a celebration
party! We will notify parents and teachers once a
product delivery date is set. The goal is to get your
product to you before Thanksgiving break. Please
contact chairperson Leslie Haltiner at
lesliegoott@hotmail.com with any questions.
Thank you in advance for helping to make this a
successful fundraiser. Your support is greatly
appreciated.

Original Works

Hello, families! Our Original Works Fundraiser was
delayed a bit. Please be on the lookout for artwork
coming home with your students tomorrow -
Friday, October 23", We will need to have them
turned in by Tuesday, October 27™. Please feel
free to have your kiddos make more art & more
orders- but please follow these steps: Use 8.5" x
11" paper, print a copy of the order form or pick up
an extra in the office.

Volunteers NEEDED! If you are available to help
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process the orders after school on Oct. 27" please
contact Amy Marsh in the Bill Roberts art studio
(720-424-2695) or Amy Marsh@dpsk12.org.

This is a veryfun process- volunteers will get to see
lots of amazing art. Please, pretty please consider
giving an hour or more.

Spirit Wear Orders
Due!

Tuesday, Oct. 27"

All Spirit Wear orders are due to the front office by
Tuesday, October 27", Late order forms will not
be accepted. You can download the form at
www.billrobertspta.com, click on the Spirit Wear
link. Don't forget, every Friday is spirit day. Wear
your bobcat gear or our school colors of maroon &
gold, and show that Bobcat PRIDE!

NEW POSTI NGS..

Yearbooks On Sale
NOW!

Quantities are limited. Pre-orders will be accepted
now through Jan. 1, 2010 for $20. After Jan. 1st the
price goes up to $25. You can order yearbooks
online at www.yearbookforever.com (a $1 service
fee applies for online orders). Or, you can print an
order form or find the link to order online through
the school website: www.billroberts.dpsk12.org.
Order forms will also be available in classrooms
and the main office. Reserve your copy today!

FREE Tickets

CU Men’s Basketball!

Thanks to Forest City, we have free tickets to CU
Men’s Basketball home opener on Friday,
November 13™. These are available on a first-
come-first-served basis. Please stop by the front
office to get the tickets. Maximum 6 per family.

CANstruction
canned food drive!

The middle school students are participating in an
event called CANstruction. Please donate full cans
of food and put in boxes located in all classrooms.
The food drive is helping the Salvation Army feed
the homeless and those without food. Before the
cans are distributed to the needy, the students will
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build structures out of them during a competition
with other schools. Please bring in cans by
Tuesday, November 24th. The cans must have
labels, no soda cans please. For more info on
CANstruction, visit www.canstruction.org.

Bill Roberts
Penny Harvest

Bill Roberts School is participating in Penny Harvest
again this year. Your child(ren) will be bringing
home the Penny Harvest bag for you to fill with
loose change and bills. Our goal is to fill 25 canvas
money bags. The school will receive up to $1,000
for Community Service Projects. Students are
encouraged to ask relatives and neighbors. Some
parents take the bag to work! When the bag is
full, bring it back to school. Even if it isn’t full,
bring it back to school by December 2™. For more
information visit www.commoncents.org .

Family Programs
Committee

Volunteers Needed

The Family Programs Committee is looking for
volunteers to help in the planning of the following
events:

Friday Family Field Trips (one per month)

Father/Daughter Dance (Dec. 2009)

Mother/Son Dance (May 2009)

Concessions and School Spirit for after school
athletic activities

“Spring Clean” Yard Sale (TBD)

Bill Roberts’ Fall Festival (Carnival) and Fun
Run (Fall 2010) — MANY VOLUNTEERS needed.

If you would like to get more information on any of
these volunteer opportunities, or if you have any
comments/suggestions/ideas for the Family
Programs Committee please call Jocelyn at 720-
331-8996 or email at jocecswaf@yahoo.com
(subject line: Family Programs).

Fundraising the
green way...

Make a commitment to the environment by
reducing electronic waste and help to raise $S for
our school at the same time! Donate your used
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cell phones (no accessories other than

batteries please), iPods, digital cameras and digital
video cameras to the Bill Roberts front office,
through the new EcoPhones Recycling Fundraiser.
You can also donate empty laser and inkjet printer
cartridges directly from your place of work (NO
printer cartridges can be accepted at school).
Contact FundingFactory at 888-883-8237 and
provide them with the Bill Roberts school
identification number, 105395. They will walk you
through how to support the school’s account.

2010 Bill Roberts
Sponsorship
Opportunities

The Bill Roberts 2010 Sponsorship Opportunities
are available with "Early Bird" prices through
October 31!

Please visit the Bill Roberts PTA website to find out
more about the sponsorship opportunities. The
packages offer your business great exposure within
our school community for the 2010 calendar year.
The packages include 2010 Directory and Yearbook
Advertising, PTA Newsletter Advertising,
recognition and exposure during our two largest
fundraisers - The Spring Auction and the Fall Direct
Giving Parties, company-provided banners hung on
the fence at school, as well as having your
logo/website link added to our PTA website.

Please click on the link below to find out more
about these wonderful opportunities:

http://www.billrobertspta.com/sponsors.shtml

Also, please note that the deadline for yearbook
advertising is December 1, 2009, so please sign up
for your yearbook ad if you are interested. The
yearbook offers a great opportunity for families
and businesses to purchase advertising
congratulating their students for completing their
time at Bill Roberts. (Example: Students
graduating from 5th and 8th grades.)
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If you have any questions or concerns about
sponsorship, please contact Abby Reynolds at
abbygreynolds@gmail.com.

P.E. News

Marie Salter

| want to thank Emily Bovard (“P.E. godmother”)
for doing such a wonderful job with setting up the
Dodgeball tournament last Friday. It was great
seeing all of the parents participating and
supporting the P.E. program either by playing,
selling baked goods, or spectating. It was a fun
evening and again a huge “High Five” to Emily, her
family, and “Mr. Dodgeball” himself...Eric Byrnes...
for always supporting the P.E. program at Roberts.
Please remind your 4" and 5" grade children to
turn in their activity logs every Friday morning as
part of the fitness PEP grant.

Thanks again for all your support with the P.E.
program!

NEWS YOU MAY HAVE MI SSI

Meal Charging Policy

Any student in grades ECE- 5" who forgets or loses
his/her money may charge up to $4.20. Prior to
this limit being reached, a written notice will be
given to the student to notify the parent/guardian.
If payment for charges is not received the next
school day, an alternate meal will be served, and
after that a nutritious snack, but not a full meal,
will be provided to the student. In all cases, the
charges MUST be paid back. 6"- 8" grades
CANNOT charge under any circumstance.

Library News

The "We Can Read 1, 000 Books" Program is up
and running again this fall. This reading incentive
program allows students to earn free books just by
reading. Students log their reading into journals,
by the book for younger kids and by the hours for
the older ones. The log books are available in the
library. Once the student has read 20 books or 20
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hours, they can return their signed log to Ms.
Frachetti in the library and select a free book. We
will gladly accept any book donations!

King Soopers Gift
Cards

For Sale Fridays!

Cub Scouts
Join Night

King Soopers gift cards will be sold every Friday
morning from 8-8:30 a.m. across from the front
office. We get 5% of every dollar you spend on
groceries or gas, so please join in and purchase one
today. Checks or cash accepted ($5/card).
Contact Jodi Clifford for more info at
jclifford914@gmail.com.

N THE COMMUNI TY ..

Anyone interested in joining Cub Scouts for fun
and adventuresplease come to Cub Scout Join
Night at Bill Roberts School on Thursday, October
22" at 6:30 p.m. There will be fun activities for
the boys and lots of information for the parents. If
you can't make it but want more information,
please email Dane Vierow at dane@dvierow.com.
Please also see www.denverboyscouts.org.

Teddy Bear Project

Make a child smile! Donate your clean, gently
used stuffed animals to the Teddy Bear Project.
Girl Scout Troops 0025 and 653 are participating in
the Teddy Bear Project and will tag and deliver
donated stuffed animals. The stuffed animals are
distributed to hospitals and first responders to
provide comfort to children in need. Donation
boxes are located in several locations at Bill
Roberts. Donations will be accepted until
November 9. Thank you for your participation.

Colorado
Contemporary Dance
Academy!

Colorado Contemporary Dance Academy in
Stapleton's Quebec Square is offering one free
month of dance to students of Bill Roberts! Also...
HALLOWEEN PARTY on Friday, October 30" at

6 p.m. $10 Costume contest, dance party and
students of CCDA will be performing. Call
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303.333.1885 or visit
coloradocontemporarydance.com for more
information.

AD/HD Parent
Support Group

A few parents have voiced interest in starting a
CH.A.D.D. (Children with Attention Deficit
Disorders) group in Stapleton. CHADD's primary
objectives are: to provide a support network for
parents and caregivers; to provide a forum for
continuing education; to be a community resource
and disseminate accurate, evidence-based
information about AD/HD to parents, educators,
adults, professionals, and the media; to promote
ongoing research; and to be an advocate on behalf
of the AD/HD community.

If you are interested, email
molly@myenrichment.com with day of the week
(monthly) and time that would work for you.
Information will be kept confidential.

My Enrichment

John Babiak Presents...Jr. Nature Rangers - 1/2 day
ECE registration is open! This class will be held
Fridays (Nov. 6™ — Jan. 8), 10:15 - 11:45 for a.m.
students and 9:30 - 11:00 for p.m. students.

Science Matters Blast Into Space registration is
open! Program starts Tuesday, (Nov. 3™ — Dec. 1%,
3:30 - 4:30. This class if for students K-5".

Chad Harman's next Climb On! session begins
Tuesday (Oct. 27" — Nov. 17'"), 3:45 - 5:00 OR
Thursday (Nov. 5™ — Dec. 3™), 3:45-5:00. These
classes are for children 5-8 years old and will be
held at Westerly Creek/Odyssey. Registration is
open to new students only. Sign up fast, only 4
spots per class!

Colorado Parkour is ON! Program starts Thursday
(Nov. 5" — Dec. 3™), 3:30-4:30 for 4""-8" grade
students. This class is also at Westerly
Creek/Odyssey.
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| have received many emails back regarding guitar
and dance. These classes will be offered in Winter
Quarter starting the first week in December. Look
for a brochure the first week in November. As

always, the best way to reach me is through email
at molly@myenrichment.com. Online registration
is open, go to www.myenrichment.com/store .

Joint Meeting of the Bill Roberts, Westerly Creek
And Odyssey School Communities

DATE: Friday, October 23, 2009
TIME: 4:00-6:00 P.M.
LOCATION: Bill Roberts Gym

The Collaborative School Committees from Bill Roberts and Westerly Creek along

with the leadership from Odyssey would like to invite you to join us for a

discussion of the viable short -term (specifically 2010 -11 school year) options for
the capacity crunch. The list of options to be discussed is written below. The
objective of this meeting is to see if we can collectively prioritize the options and

come up with a recommended solution that we can provide as input to the Denver
Public Schools staff. Please note that we hope this input will influence the
districtds final deci si on, but there is

Viable Options:

1) Open Separate ECE/K Center

2) Modular Classrooms

3) Discontinue ECE 3 and 4

4) Temporarily Relocate Middle School

5) Create Off -site Seed S chool that could move into a planned third school in the
near future (Th e Seed School could have a variety of options under this

category.)

The pros and cons of these choices have been discussed at Sun meetings,
Community Meetings and CSC Meetings. We have compiled the attached Pros and
Cons sheet for your reference (see text after this letter). | would encourage
you, if you have not already done so, to read further about the options on the
SUN website at www.stapletonunitedneighbors.com/education

The Joint CSC Informative Community Meeting is scheduled to take place on this
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Friday, October 23 ™ at 4:00 P.M. in the William Roberts gymnasium  with an
experienced facilitator . Day care wil | be provided for a fee

| realize that this is a very sensitive and emotional issue for everyone, me
included. The reality of these options is that not one of them is perfect. Itis

not my intention to ever displace a child from their existing school or school of
their choice. If we can keep the following guidelines in mind, maybe we can reach
a solution that is at least a workable one:

. What is the option that is best for kids?

. What is the best short term solution that will bring about the most effective
long term resolution?

. What is the plan that will proportionately affect all three schools?

. Aresolution that all three schools and all the parents can support as one
community.

The following is a calendar of events that will occur and th e timeline for the
decision process:

. Community meeting on October 23 ™2 4:00 P.M.

. District Staff to make a recommendation to the Board of Education on
November 2 "

. Community Meeting to be held at William Roberts hosted by the District about
the ir recommendations on November 4 ™ at 6:30 P.M.

. D.P.S. Board of Education to vote on the short term solution on November 19 ™.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or Ethan Hemming at
D.P.S. Again, thank you for your continued sup port.

Trich Lea, Principal, Wi | | i am oBi {8l 6 Roberts K

PROS AND CONS
From SUN Education Committee Focus Group summary presentation at
9/15/09 Community Forum

General DPS Parameters

One time costs can be as high as $700,000
Ongoing costs can be as high as $200,000 a year
Need between 150 and 300 seats in 2010-11

Need approximately 300 and 400 seats in 2011-12
Need approximately 450 to 600 seats in 2012-13

< <K<K

Open Separate ECE/K Center
A Opens between 150 to 300 seats, also reduces the number of new




students

A Pros: Space right away, Meets grade level demand, If opened to only
Stapleton residents keeps community feel, could be used to as the start
to third school

A Cons: Needs funds to remodel new facility, location outside Stapleton,
creates need for transportation, creates ongoing operational costs for
district

Modular Classrooms
A Each Modular can house 50 students; Estimated that Roberts can fit 3
and Westerly can fit 1, 200 seats
A Pros: Provides space quickly, best if used as non-core curriculum
classrooms
A Cons: Puts pressure on buildings current shared resources, fear that may
become permanent, safety concerns, unattractive

Discontinue ECE 3 and 4
A Opens 150 seats and decreases the number of new students
A Pros: Other options both public and private, ECE is not mandated, ECE
3 offered in few schools district wide
A Cons: Negative educational impact, increases use of shared resources
since ECE classrooms not used by K-5(8) students, other programs may
be more expensive, hard on families

Temporarily Relocate Middle
A Opens up 1257 150 seats, used often by DPS in the past decade
A Pros: Middle school children often more flexible, could keep it a
Stapleton school, utilizes an existing facility
A Cons: Out of neighborhood, increase admin and transportation costs, no
K-8 integration, lose some of the diversity since many middle school
students currently choice in

Create Off-site Seed School

This could move into planned third school in the near future (this was not part
of the 9/15/09 presentation).

This option maintains the current configuration at both Bill Roberts (ECE-8)
and Westerly Creek (ECE-4). In order to open up space the number of
expected classrooms at the lower grade levels (ECE-1% where the bubble of
students exist) would be reduced and those students would go to an off-site seed
school. This could potentially displace some current Kindergarten students to
the seed school. The pros and cons are being compiled now since this was not a
part of the Sun Focus Group Presentation.




PTA Website: http://billrobertspta.com
School Website: http://billroberts.dpsk12.org/
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